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The system comprises a sensing device that is mounted on a steering 
wheel of a 

car and is sensitive to a grip of driver's hand on the wheel. The 
sensing 

device is connected to a switch, which would activate an alarm. The 
sensing 

device is an elastic tube mounted on the driving wheel. The switch 
is an 

adjustable air switch connected to the elastic tube. 

The alarm is an independent audio device and the system is connected 
it. 

USE - For activating alarm to prevent drivers from falling asleep or 
slumber 

due to fatigue, stress, exposure to long monotonous engine noise, 
heat etc. 

ADVANTAGE - Allows sensing driver's awareness, emit sound which would 
alarm and 

wake driver. It is automatically activated. 
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driver is in a state of felling asleep or shunberis^ The sensing means (3) would be mounted 
on die steering wheel (I) and would be sensitive to the driver^s grip of the steermg wheel (11 
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MEANS FOR PREVENTING A DRIVER FROM FALLING ASLEEP 
FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to means which would prevent a driver from falling 
asleep while driving. 

Many factors, such as fatigue, stress, long continuous driving, exposure to bng 
monotonous engine, heat and the tike cause that drivers ^1 asleep or slumber 
during driving. Furthermore the "Veaction-time" of drivers in such a situation is 
prolonged, thus raising the chances of their being involved in accidents, 
collisions and the like. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

It is thus the object of the present invention to provide a system whteh will sense 
the driver's awareness, emit a sound whk:h would alann and wake the driver. It is 
important that the devk» be automatically activated. 

It is thus a further dt>iect erf the present inventbn to present an automatic system. 
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SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

According to the invention there is provided a system and a device which would 
automatically be activated when it senses that the driver is In a state of falHng 
asleep or is slumbering. The device would alert the driver by activating an 
acoustic signal or activating the car's radio very loudly or any ottier similar 
means. 

The system comprises a sensing means mounted on the steering wheel and 
being sensitive to the grip of tiie driver's hand on the wheel when the hand grip 
would be even slightiy loosened ttie alamn would be activated. The power supply 
activating tiie alann could be an independent battery or it (XHJid be connected to 
the car's elecbical system. 

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will now be described witti reference to the annexed drawings in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a schematic top view of a steering wheel, being part of ttie system. 
Figure 2 Is a cross section of the wheel of Rgure 1. 
Rgure 3 shows schematically the sensing means, white 
Figures 4a and 4b depict examples of the activating switch. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Turning to Rgures 1 and 2 a steering wheel 1 is provided with a circumference 
elastic tube 3 being branched off by section 5 at the free end of which there is 
provided an adjustable low pressure air switch 7 (see Rgure 3). 

Air switch 7 is connected to air tube 5 in its "open" position (Rgure 4b). As long 
as the steering wheel is held firmly by the driver the said air switch would remain 
in its "open" position. Once the hand grip of the driver is loosened, the air switch 
would close arKi establish contact between temninals 10 and 11 which dose on 
electric circuit of any alarm system or any other audible means of generally 
known type. 

By means of adjusting screw 12 the sensitivity of the air switch could be 
changed. 

It is quite obvious that the alami could also be adjusted. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A system for activating an alann to prevent drivers from falling asleep or 
slumt)er which comprises sensing means being mounted on the steering 

wheel of a car and benng sensitive to the grip of the driver's hand on the wheel 
said sensing means bemg connected to a switoh which would activato an 
alarm. 

2. A system as claimed in daim 1 . wherein said sensing means is an elastic tube 
mounted on the driving wheel. 

3. A system as claimed in daim 1 for activating an alann to prevent drivers from 
^ling asleep or slumber, where said switoh is an air switch connected to said 
eiastictube. 

4. A system as claimed m daim 1, wherein said alarm is an independent aixlio 
means. 

5. A system as claimed in daim 1 . wherein the system is connected to the car's 
audible devices. 

6. A system as claimed in daim 1, wherein said air switdi is adjustable. 
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